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FOREWORD 
 
 
When you are a fluent, adult reader it is sometimes difficult to re-
member a time when you couldn’t read and even harder to remember 
how you eventually learnt. Perhaps the closest that we can come to re-
membering what it was like is to try learning a foreign language, such 
as Russian, French, Greek or Arabic, where the symbols representing the 
alphabet could initially be meaningless to us. 
 
The aim of this booklet is to help parents to understand the stages that 
children go through on the road to  
becoming readers and how their children can be  
supported and encouraged.  
 
Parents and other caring adults play an essential part in giving chil-
dren a love of reading and an interest in books that will give them a 
strong foundation that we can build upon at school and that will set 
them up for a lifetime of pleasure from reading. 
 
 

 

Family meal times 

Often during holiday time, families can spend longer over meal times or might visit a café or restau-
rant. Read the menu whilst you are choosing what to eat or read the cereal packet over breakfast. Or 
if you have friends visiting for a meal then get your child to create name places for each person – 
make them fun and personal so each person feels special. 

Postcards and cards 

At special times of the year or celebrations, enjoy opening the post together to read Christmas cards, 
birthday cards, or letters from family and friends. Ask family and friends to write your child postcards 
whilst they are away on their holidays. Children love to read a postcard addressed to them. Don’t for-
get to send return post too – whether it’s snail mail or via technology. 

Holiday scrapbook 

During holiday time, collect items of interest and stick them all in a scrapbook or write a simple holiday 
diary. As you stick these items in, chat about your child’s choices and favourite things to do. You will 
have created a book full of happy memories that your child can read again and again. Your child’s 
teacher would also love to share this book with the class when term begins. 

Cooking your favourite dish 

Does your child enjoy cooking? Find a recipe, read the list of ingredients together, visit the shops and 
read the food labels, and then support your child to read the instructions as you make your favourite 
recipe. 

Playing outside 

All children love to play outside on large play equipment. When you’re in your garden or at the local 
park don’t forget to play some fun games too. As your child comes down the slide or is swinging on a 
swing ask: What does slide begin with? What is a word beginning with t? Spell your name! Give me a 
word that rhymes with den! 

The list of things to do could be endless and you’re bound to have lots more ideas on how to have holi-
day reading fun. 



Reading in the holidays 
Many parents worry about continuing to support their child’s reading 
progress during the school holidays. 
 
Holiday time can be a constant juggling act. You want to go out for 
day trips, or you may be travelling abroad or visiting relatives. All of 
this at the same time as encouraging your child to read the books they 
have brought home from school and keeping their motivation and en-
joyment of reading up as much as possible. 

 

Visit your local library 
It’s free and children love choosing their own books to read. Remember if the book 
your child chooses to read is too tricky for them to read independently then read it 
to them or share the reading. Lots of libraries have free storytelling events and 
competitions so look out for those too. 
 
Internet fun 
Visit the Oxford Owl Library which has lots of free eBooks to read, and fun games 
to play, and there are lots of other good sites to visit too. Try these: BBC Schools 
Cbeebies Club Penguin 
 
Signs out and about 

When you are out and about in the car, on the bus or out for a walk, see how 
many signs you can spot. Road signs, street signs, shop signs and timetables… Read them together with 
your child. 

Den reading 

Build a den or hideout with your child out of dark blankets or sheets. Ask your 
child to choose some of their books to take into the den to read. Don’t forget the 
torch – it’s exciting to read a book by torch light! 

Reading to other members of the family 

Children love to share reading skills with family members so if you are visiting family then take read-
ing books with you so someone different can say how proud they are hearing your child read. It’s a good 
chance to show off! 

 

THE STAGES OF READING 
 
 

Below is a guide to the stages that children go through on the road to 
becoming fluent, confident readers. Please bear in mind that the ages in 
brackets are only a rough guide, as different children progress at 
different rates. 
 
Role play reading (3- 5) 
 
Features: 
 

• Displays reading-like behaviour 
• Realises that print carries a message, but may read it differ-
ently 
each time. 
• Rely heavily on picture clues 
• Recognises own name or part of it 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/FindBook
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/FindBook
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/laac/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/stories/
http://www.clubpenguin.com/


 
At this stage, children should learn that books give pleasure.  
 
They need to handle books, enjoy the pictures and hear lots of stories 
and rhymes. 
 
Reading as much as possible to children introduces them to new vocabu-
lary that will increase their chances of working out words at a later 
stage. 
  
This is not the time to worry about testing them on the 
words they know, just enjoy the time you spend together sharing books. 
 
This will give children the best foundation for learning to read and love 
books. 

9–11 years 

1. Steve Barlow and Steve Skidmore, Tomb Runner and other books in the I, HERO series (Franklin 

Watts) 

2. Alan Durant, Game Boy in the 4U2read series (Barrington Stoke) 

3. Michael Hardcastle, Goal-getter (A & C Black) 

4. Rod Hunt, Wolf Hill series (Oxford University Press) 

5. David Orme, Starchasers series (Ransom Publishing) 

6. Jeremy Strong, Living with Vampires in the 4U2read series (Barrington Stoke) 

7. John Townsend et al, Dockside series (Rising Stars) 

8. TreeTops, Graphic Novels series (Oxford University Press) 

9. Cathy West, Starstruck series (Ransom Publishing) 

10. Jonny Zucker, Alien Battle in the Rex Jones series (Badger Books) 



Can’t read/struggling reader 
 

 

The books on this list are quick reads with minimal text and often more illustration. Try picture 
books and wordless books as well as comics, graphic novels in cartoon style, and non-fiction. Rhym-
ing stories have memorable language which will help readers develop confidence. Struggling readers 
may also particularly enjoy reading on-screen and humour is important too. 

 
7–9 years 

1. Alan Ahlberg, Happy Families series (Penguin) 

2. Poly Bernetene, When Night Didn't Come wordless picture book (Meadowside Children’s Books) 

3. Lynley Dodd, Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy (Puffin) and view on screen at Youtube 

4. Dr Seuss, Green Eggs and Ham (Random House) http://www.seussville.com/ 

5. Nikki Gamble et al, Oxford Reading Tree Traditional Tales series, (Oxford University Press) 

6. Pippa Goodhart, Nick Sharratt, You Choose (Corgi) 

7. Roger Hurn, Mystery Mob series or Jane West, Magic Mates series (Rising Stars) 

8. Arnold Lobel, Frog and Toad series (Harper Collins) 

9. Tony Mitton, Tough Trucks and other books in this non-fiction series (Kingfisher) 

10. Hilary Robinson, Nick Sharratt, The Big Book of Magical Mix-ups (Corgi) 

 

Experimental reading (5-6) 
 
Features 
 
 Realises that print contains a constant message. 
 Looks at the meaning of a whole text rather than focusing on indi-

vidual words. 
 Use personal experiences to make meaning. 
 Begin to match some spoken words with written words. 

 
This is the stage when children can tell you about their favourite story 
and when they begin to pick out  
well-known words or phrases, e.g. ‘once upon a time…’, ‘In a dark, dark 
wood’. 
 
Learning to read is like learning a code and the letters are the symbols 
for the code. If you know what the symbols mean you can crack the 
code. 

What is synthetic phonics? 

When your child is learning to read there are two crucial things to 
learn: 

 the sounds represented by written letters 

 how to blend the sounds together to make words. 
 
Synthetic Phonics is a way of teaching reading. 

 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/7#section2#section2
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_J-AJjXdBU
http://www.seussville.com/
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Library/Index/?AgeGroup=4&Series=Traditional%20Tales


Children are taught to read letters or groups of letters by saying the sound(s) they represent – so, they 
are taught that the letter l sounds like llllll when we say it. Children can then start to read words by 
blending (synthesising) the sounds together to make a word. 

At school, you will probably hear teachers talking about blending, but you might also hear them refer to 
sounding out or Fred Talk too, . All these terms focus on the same point – synthesising sounds. 

Say the sounds 

There are 26 letters of the alphabet but they make 44 sounds. 

This website can help you know exactly what sounds each letter makes and how to only use pure sounds 
when teaching your child the sounds 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/3 

 

 

Transitional stage (6-8) 
 
Features 
 
 Adapts to reading different types of texts. 
 Knows and uses a range of strategies. 
  Is secure in their knowledge of letter sounds. 

 
 
At this stage many children want some independence and to read on their 
own. But it is still important that you continue to set aside quiet times 
with your children to share the books they love or to hear you read more 
challenging material. 

9–11 year olds 

1. Andy Briggs, Hero.com and Villain.net series (Oxford University Press) 

www.whichsideareyouon.co.uk 

2. Steve Cole, Astrosaurs series (Random House) 

3. Anthony Horowitz, The Greek Who Stole Christmas and other books in the Diamond Brothers 
series (Walker Books) www.anthonyhorowitz.com/work/books_diamond.html 

4. Cindy Jeffries, Heart Magazine: A Dream Come True www.cindyjefferies.co.uk/books.html 

5. Jeff Kinney, The Diary of a Wimpy Kid series (Puffin) www.wimpykid.com/ and watch a trailer 

for the film: Youtube 

6. Tom Palmer, Foul Play series (Puffin) Hear Tom Palmer’s free online reading of the first chapter 

of Foul Play: Tom Palmer 

7. Charlie Small, Gorilla City (David Fickling, Random House) www.charliesmall.co.uk/ 

8. Andy Stanton, Mr Gum series (Egmont) www.mrgum.co.uk/index.htm 

9. Andi Watson, Glister series (Walker Books) glisterbook.blogspot.com/ 

10. Jacqueline Wilson, Tracey Beaker series (Random House) www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/tracybeaker/ Watch 

a taster of the TV series: Series 1, Episode 1: Youtube 

 
 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/2#blended
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/2#soundingout
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/2#fred
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/2#synthesingsounds
http://www.whichsideareyouon.co.uk
http://www.anthonyhorowitz.com/work/books_diamond.html
http://www.cindyjefferies.co.uk/books.html
http://www.wimpykid.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZVEIgPeDCE
http://www.tompalmer.co.uk/index.php?page_id=36
http://www.charliesmall.co.uk/
http://www.mrgum.co.uk/index.htm
http://glisterbook.blogspot.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/tracybeaker/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIgTgklR9jM


The can but can’t be bothered or ‘I hate 
reading’ reader 
 

These suggestions include some longer novels that avid and able readers will appreciate. Along with 
some recently published books, we have included some classic and modern classic 
suggestions. Don’t forget that picture books can continue to provide a challenge 
even for the most able reader, as well as introduce children to a wide range of 
artistic styles, and there a many non-fiction and poetry books that may inspire 
too. 

7–9 year olds 

1. Laurence Anholt, Cinderboy and other books from the Seriously Silly Stories 

series (Orchard Books) 

2. Nikalas Catlow, Tim Wesson, Robots v Gorillas in the Desert and other titles in the Mega Mash-

Up series (Nosy Crow) 

3. Road Dahl, Dirty Beasts poetry collection (Puffin) 

4. John Foster, School’s Out poetry (Oxford University Press) 

5. Arthur John L’Hommedieu, Bats a fold-out information book (Child's Play International Lim-

ited) 

6. 6.    Laura Owen, Winnie the Witch series (Oxford University Press) www.winnie-the-witch.com  

7. Jeremy Strong, My Brother’s Famous Bottom (Puffin) 

8. Mitchel Symons, Do Igloos have Loos? non-fiction (Random House) 

9. Ian Whybrow, Little Wolf’s Book of Badness (Penguin) 

10. Titania Woods, Glitterwings Academy series (Bloomsbury) 

 

 
Independent stage (9+) 
 
Features 
 
  Has a thorough knowledge of different types of texts. 
  Is able to make inferences (read between the lines). 
 Makes critical comparisons between texts. 
 Uses a full range of strategies automatically. 

 
At this stage most children are happy to read independently.  
However, it is still important to read with your child by introducing 
them to lots of different types of texts and reading and discussing chal-
lenging books together. 

STRATEGIES THAT CHILDREN USE TO HELP THEM TO READ 
 
 
To help children to read, they need to know how to read! There are a num-
ber of strategies that we promote at school, and children need to know and 
use all of them to become fluent readers. 
 
Picture cues 
Pictures can help children to guess a word and when used together with other 
cues such as knowing an initial letter, it can become a more informed guess. 

E.g. b...... 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/7#section5#section5
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/7#section5#section5
http://www.winnie-the-witch.com


 
Whole word recognition 
 
When practised regularly, children begin to recognise common words instantly. 

E.g. Words such as – this, the, you, etc. 
 
 
Context cues 
 
If children think about the story as they read, they are sometimes able to an-
ticipate which word comes next. 

E.g. From a story about a storm - 
 
‘Thunder rolled and l........ flashed…’ 
 
 
Grammatical cues 
 
By knowing about the structure of written language, children are sometimes 
able to anticipate the sort of word that fits in. 

E.g. She ran out into the f…… – This couldn’t be the word ‘fighting’ 
because it needs to be a noun. 
 
 
Knowledge of letter sounds 
 
Using an awareness of sounds within words and being able to segment words 
and blend sounds can help children to  
decipher some words. 
 

E.g. b-e-d 

9–11 year olds 

Suggestions for moving children on from… to … 

1. Alex Rider series, Anthony Horowitz (Walker Books) – try John Grisham, 

Theodore Boone (Hodder) or Andrew Lane, Young Sherlock Holmes series 

(Macmillan) 

2. Animal Ark series, Lucy Owen – try other animal series such as Linda New-

bery, Barney the Boat Dog (Usborne)or Inbali Iserles, Cat Tales for example 

The Tygrine Cat (Walker Books) or Gill Lewis, Sky Hawk (Oxford University Press) 

3. The Chronicles of Avantia, Adam Blade (Scholastic) – try other series such as Julia Golding, 

Companions Quartet (Oxford University Press) or Rick Riordan, Percy Jackson and the Olympians 

(Puffin Books) 

4. Captain Underpants series, Dav Pilkey (Scholastic) – try Roald Dahl, Jiggy 

McCue (Michael Lawrence Books) or Richmal Crompton, Just William 

(Macmillan Children's Books) 

5. Diary of a Wimpy Kid series, Jeff Kinney (Puffin) – try other books in a 

diary format such as the My Story... series, various authors (Scholastic) 

which introduces different historical periods and events written in fictional-

ised diary format. Also try Pete Johnson, The Vampire Blog (Corgi, Random 

House) and Marcia Williams, Archie’s War and My Secret War Diary 

(Walker Books) 

6. Enid Blyton adventures – try other series such as Lauren St John, The White Giraffe (Orion) or 

Helen Moss, The Mystery of the Whistling Caves (Orion) or Eva Ibbotson, Journey to the River Sea 

(Macmillan) 

7. Foul Play series, Tom Palmer (Puffin) – try Rob Childs, Black or White (Frances Lincoln) 

8. Horrible Histories (Scholastic) – try My Story series (Scholastic) or Rosemary Sutcliff, The Eagle 

of the Ninth Chronicles (Oxford University Press) 

9. Jacqueline Wilson books – try books by Cathy Cassidy for example Scarlett and Indigo Blue 

(Puffin) or Jean Ure, Skinny Melon and Fortune Cookie (Harper Collins) 

10. Roald Dahl books – try Andy Stanton, Mr Gum series (Egmont) or David 

Walliams, The Boy in the Dress (HarperCollins) 



The mad about…reader 
This list includes suggestions for how you might move readers on who are fixated on reading one type 
of book, series, or author. It is a good idea to work from children’s own preferences, gently prompting 
them to make more challenging choices or perhaps to try something completely different. 

7–9 year olds 
Suggestions for moving children on from… to … 

1. Beast Quest series, Adam Blade (Orchard Books) – try Ian Beck, Tom 

Trueheart series (Oxford University Press) 

2. Ben 10 – try Shoo Rayner, Axel Storm: Cola Power and other books in 

the series (Orchard Books) or Elizabeth Singer Hunter, Secret Agent 

Jack Stalwart: Escape of the Deadly Dinosaur and other books in the se-

ries (Random House) 

3. Daisy books, Kes Gray – try Astrid Lindgren, Pippi Longstocking series 

(Oxford University Press) or Megan McDonald, Judy Moody books (Candlewick Press) 

4. Dr Seuss books – try Spike Milligan, Silly Verse for Kids (Puffin) or Lewis Carroll, Jabberwocky 

(Miles Kelly Publishing) or Edward Lear, The Quangle Wangle's Hat (Walker Books) 

5. Horrid Henry series, Francesca Simons (Orion) – try Ali Sparkes, S.W.I.T.C.H series (Oxford 

University Press) or Sue Mongredien, Oliver Moon series (Usborne) 

6. Not Quite a Mermaid series, Linda Chapman (Puffin) – try Sue Mongredien, Secret Mermaid 

(Usborne) or Liz Kessler, Emily Windsnap (Orion) 

7. My Secret Unicorn series, Linda Chapman (Puffin) – try Pippa Funnell, 

Tilly’s Pony Tales (Orion) or Monica Dickens, Follyfoot (Andersen Press) or 

Ann Sewell, Black Beauty (Oxford University Press) 

8. Poppy Love stories, Natasha May – try other dance and performing arts 

books Darcey Bussell, Magic Ballerina (Harper Collins) or Lynda Water-

house, The Sand Dancers (Piccadilly Press) 

9. The Rainbow Fairies – try longer fairy books such as Gwyneth Rees, 

Fairy Dust series (Macmillan) or Amy Tree, Charmseekers (Orion) 

10. The Worst Witch stories, Jill Murphy (Puffin) – try other witch stories such as Kaye Umansky, 

Pongwiffy (Bloomsbury) or Helen Creswell, Lizzie Dripping (Oxford  

 

 

 
 

 

THINGS THAT YOU CAN DO WITH YOUR CHILD TO HELP 
THEM TO BECOME FLUENT READERS 

 
 

The following hints and ideas will help you to assist your child on the 
road to becoming an independent, fluent reader. They are loosely sepa-
rated into the different stages, but many of them overlap. 
 
However, remember, the most important thing that you can do to help 
your child, whatever age or stage that they are at is to simply enjoy 
sharing and reading books to them and with them. Also, 
remember that you are their role model, make sure your child sees you 
reading newspapers, books and magazines – show them it’s cool to read! 
 
Role play reading 
 

 Discuss the book first – what might it be about?  
 Look at the pictures on the cover. 
 • Bring stories to life with lots of expression and silly voices. 
 • Talk about the stories and pictures and play ... ‘Guess 

what’s going to happen next’. 
 • Let your child ‘read’ the book to you by talking about the 

pictures. 
 • Read favourite books over and over again – young children 

love familiarity. 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/7#section4#section4


 • Say the catchy bits together, e.g. ‘he huffed and he puffed 
and he blew the house down’. 

 • Learn rhymes, songs and jingles together so you both know 
them by heart and can point to the words as you recite them 
together. 

 • Make labels for things, this will help your child to match 
names and things and show them that someone else can 
read the labels to find 

     things out. 

• Learning the sounds of the letters of the alphabet will help your child 
to read – make sure that you are making the sounds of the letters in 
the same way that your child hears them at school – check with your 
child’s teacher if you are unsure. 
 
• Look at different styles of print to help your child to recognise letters 
even when they’re not exactly the same. You could cut them out and 
sort them into letter groups. 
 
• Collect things beginning with a given letter. 
 
• Play games of guessing the sound by hiding the object that begins with 
that sound. 

 
Recite tongue twisters and encourage your child to identify the repeated 
sound. 
 
Look for letters in the environment and think of words that start or end 
with that sound. E.g. the MacDonald ‘M’ or car number plates. 
 

9–11 year olds 

1. Steve Barlow and Steve Skidmore, Stone Me! (Barn Owl Books) 
2. Anthony Browne, Zoo picture book (Red Fox, Random House) 
3. Cressida Cowell, How to Train Your Dragon (Hachette) 
4. Roald Dahl, Matilida, The Twits and others (Puffin) 
5. Morris Gleitzman, Two Weeks with the Queen (Puffin) 
6. Alex Milway, Operation Robot Storm (Walker Books) 
7. Chris Riddell, Ottoline and the Yellow Cat (Macmillan) 
8. Michael Rosen, Even My Ears Are Smiling poetry anthology 

(Bloomsbury) 
9. Marcus Sedgwick, Flood and Fang and other books in the Raven Mys-

teries series (Orion) 
10. Ali Sparkes, Frozen in Time (Oxford University Press 



Keen but less able reader 

Suggestions for this group include some quick, accessible reads, which deal 
with interesting issues for children to think and talk about. They are 
mainly plot driven so the stories move along at a good pace. Some series 
are included here as familiarity can help to build children’s confidence. 
The list also includes some illustrated fiction, which may be more appeal-
ing for children who have not yet developed the stamina to read pages of 
unbroken text. Poetry may also be a good choice for some children as it 
offers bite-sized chunks that children can dip into, at the same time cov-
ering a wide range of subject and tone to suit different tastes. There are 
also plenty of picture books appropriate to this age group which will help 
children to develop deeper levels of understanding beyond the literal. 

 
7–9 year olds 

1. Isaac Asimov, Robot Dreams science fiction series (Berkley US) 
2. Guy Bass, Gormy Ruckles: Monster Boy series (Scholastic) 
3. Jeff Brown, Flat Stanley (Egmont) 
4. Steven Butler, The Wrong Pong (Puffin) 
5. Lauren Child, Clarice Bean stories and picture books (Orchard Books) 
6. Babette Cole, Prince Cinders (Puffin) 
7. Sally Gardner, The Princess and the Pea and other 

stories from the Early Readers (Orion) 
8. Joanna Nadin, Penny Dreadful is a Magnet for Dis-

aster (Usborne) 
9. Francesca Simon, Horrid Henry series (Orion) 
10. Rex Stone, Dinosaur Cove series (Oxford University 

Press) www.dinosaurcove.co.uk 
 

 
• Play ‘ I spy…’ 
 
• Make the letters of your child’s name out of playdough or in sand or 
with chalk, etc. 
 
• Learn nursery rhymes – this helps them to recognise the sounds in 
words. Ask your child to guess which word is coming next. Once they’re 
familiar with the rhyme, you can make deliberate mistakes— 
e.g.Humpty Dumpty sat on a chair. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Examples of questions that you can ask at this stage- 
 

 Let’s look at the pictures.  
 What do you think is happening? 
 • Why is he/she doing that? 
 • What’s your favourite bit? 
 • What might happen next? 
 • How might it end? 

  

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/7#section3#section3
http://www.dinosaurcove.co.uk


 
 
Experimental reading 
 
• Take turns to read bits of a favourite story (a whole story can be too 
daunting for a new reader). Don’t worry if your child has memorised 
words or phrases. This is an important part of learning to read. 
 
• Encourage expression. 
 
• Talk about pictures and details that catch your child’s interest. This 
will help with understanding the story and with guessing new words. 
 
• Run your finger under the words as you read together. In this way, 
words are seen and heard together. 
 
• Continue playing alphabet and sound games (see the ‘Helping you to 
help your child with spelling’ booklet for more ideas). 
 
• Continue to read to your child every day. 
 
Write notes to your child – it’s a great way to get them to focus on 
words.•  
 
Using a cuddly toy or puppet for your child to read to, and making it 
react accordingly, can also motivate your child. 

9. Michael Morpurgo, Kaspar, Prince of Cats (Harper 
Collins) 

10. Various authors, The Oxford Tales from                      
… series (Oxford University Press) 

 

9–11 year olds 

1. David Almond, Skellig (Hodder) 
2. Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden, Oxford Children’s 

Classics (Oxford University Press) 
3. Susan Cooper, The Dark Is Rising sequence (Random 

House) 
4. Kevin Crossley-Holland, Arthur, The Seeing Stone 

(Orion) 
5. Geraldine McCaughrean, The Death Defying Pepper 

Roux (Oxford University Press) 
6. Philippa Pearce, Tom’s Midnight Garden (Oxford 

University Press) 
7. Philip Pullman, His Dark Materials trilogy (Scholastic) 
8. Philip Reeve, Mortal Engines series (Scholastic) 
9. Louis Sachar, Holes (Bloomsbury) 
10. Shaun Tan, The Arrival (Templar) 
 

 



What type of reader is your child? 

Here are some ideas of what to read next... 

These suggestions include some longer novels that avid and able readers 
will appreciate. Along with some recently published books, we have includ-
ed some classic and modern classic suggestions. Don’t forget that picture 
books can continue to provide a challenge even for the most able reader, as 
well as introduce children to a wide range of artistic styles, and there are 
many non-fiction and poetry books that may inspire too. 

7–9 year olds 

1. Ian Beck, Tom Trueheart series (Oxford University Press) 
www.tomtrueheart.com 

2. Elizabeth Beresford, The Wombles (Bloomsbury) 
3. Roald Dahl, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant 

Peach, George’s Marvellous Medicine and others (Puffin) 
4. Eleanor Farjeon, The Little Bookroom (Oxford Uni-

versity Press) 

5. Rupert Kingfisher, Madame Pamplemousse and Her 
Incredible Edibles (Bloomsbury) 

6. Dick King-Smith, The Sheep-Pig (Penguin) 

7. Astrid Lindgren, Ronia, the Robber’s Daughter (Oxford University 
Press) 

8. Roger McGough, Imaginary Menagerie poetry (Frances Lincoln) 

Keen and able reader 

Examples of questions that you can ask at this stage- 
 

 • Why do you think that he said that? 
 • Does that look like a word we know? 
 • Can you see a little word inside that word? 
 • What other word would fit there? 
 • How did you know it said that? 
 • How did the picture help you? 
 • What is this book about? 
 • Is it funny? How did it make you feel? 

  

http://www.tomtrueheart.com
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/7#section1#section1


 

Transitional stage 
 
 
• Keep reading together – every day if possible. Take turns to read to 
each other. 
 
• Show you are really interested in finding out what happens in the 
story. Talk about beginnings and endings; the characters and how they 
behave; the bits you find sad, funny or exciting; the words and pictures 
you find interesting. 
 
• Continue to encourage expression. 
 
Encourage interest in a wide range of material by reading aloud from 
newspapers or magazines and by drawing attention to snippets which the 
children might like to read.  
Help your child to choose a range of books from the library. 
 
• Draw attention to author’s names and find favourites. 
 
• Encourage them to write down and ask about or look up words that 
are unfamiliar to them. 

 
National Centre for Language and Literacy 
 
Tel. 0118 378 8820 
Website- www.ncll.org.uk 
Have a range of publications aimed at parents about aspects of read-
ing,language and literacy. 
 
BBC website for schools 
 
Website-www.bbc.co.uk/schools 
Have a range of reading games that your children can play . 



There is not room here to list lots of recommended books, but look out 
for those that have won awards. Staff in children’s bookshops can usual-
ly make recommendations as well. Below are some contacts for 
organisations that can often provide booklists or other information on 
reading, but the local library is often a good place to start. 

Booktrust 
 
Tel. 020 8516 2995 
Website- www.booktrust.org.uk 
Offers advice on sharing books and produces a wide range of booklists 
for different age groups. 
 
The National Literacy Trust 
Website- www.literacytrust.org.uk 
Gives advise to parents helping their pre-school children with reading. 
 
The Federation of Children’s Book Groups 
Tel. 0113 258 8910 
Website- www.fcbg.org.uk 
Can provide you with free booklists. 

 
Examples of questions that you can ask at this stage 
  
 • How do you think that this character is feeling? 
 • How do you know that she was angry? 
 • What do you think would happen if…? 
 • Did you enjoy it? Why/why not? 
 • (For non-fiction) How can I find out which page I need to look 

on to read about…? 

Independent stage 
 
• Continue to value books together and read together. 
• Discuss texts– characters (feelings and motives that the author may 
not explicitly give), settings, preferences, what might happen next. 
Read and explore a wide range of texts together – instructions, infor-
mation, reports, recounts, autobiographies, biographies, stories (there are 
many different types of stories!), websites, arguments, letters, adverts, 
etc.  
Identify the key features of these different types of writing – e.g. how do 
you know that this is a set of instructions? 



As your child reads more challenging books, so the plots are likely to be-
come more complicated. 
  
Ensure that they are following it by discussing it or asking them to tell 
you about it. E.g. Can they draw 
you a diagram to represent the structure of the plot? 
 
• Encourage them to write down and ask about or look up words that 
are unfamiliar to them. 

Examples of questions that you can ask at this stage- 
 

• What is the most significant sentence on the page? 
• What is the most interesting line in the poem? 
• Who is the key character? 
• What word would you use to describe this character? 
• What is the most important word on this diagram? 
• Why has the author described the mountain like this? 
• Why did that character say that line ‘with a sneer’? 

 Be a good role model - treat books as a pleasurable activity – have 
plenty of books at home, visit the library, read in front of your 
child. 

 
 Praise, encourage, and support rather than ‘test’ your child. 
 
 Focus on the things that are right, not on mistakes. 
 
 Keep reading to your child, even after they’ve learnt to read inde-

pendently. 
 
 When a reading child hesitates, allow thinking time, then give a 

clue or just give a word if needed. 
 
 Read books your child loves. 
 
 Stop when they’ve had enough – it’s not a punishment! 


